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In the fall, Ontario’s Deerhurst Resort
et

familles enjoy prime cottage country
without the crowds:
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recommend an effective antidote: the blaze of brilliant fall mloms as
reflected on the still waters Of pretty Peninsula Lake. This rE
of Ontario’
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atthe 2010 G8 Summit. 1 was there with my family
i the peak of mid-summer, when shrieks of playing.
children echoed offthe busy lake and thesplash zone.
and beach were as packed a the resort’ calendar of
events, No question, it was a ot offun

n  crisp October morming,
i kind of pleasure. My son
built a sandeastle with a new friend while my hus-

side chairs — Muskoks, naturally — and planned
weekend of activitis. On offer were forest treks,
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The only action on
the lake was a dozer
Canada geese
paddling against a
backdrop of boats

uskoka, an area of about 6475
square Klometres with 1600 kes
and aterfalls has been  holiday
it s e 9 oy, By

setes discovered that
oy sl ot Canmiion i, whichcove
gion, mad the land useles or agricultre, But

most of the area's riches of lumber and rock, an
Muskoka became a famous holiday attraction. To
this day, it has ts fa share of celebrity cotagers,

golf course,  casino, kilometres o hiking and bik-
ing trails,a few provincial parks and more. And its
reputation continues (0 eam honours, such as the
Natioal Geographic Travelrnod as one of the top 20
places (o visitn the world for 201

‘With the gateway town of Graverhurst just two
hours north of Toronto, Muskoka is an easy week-
end getaway — especially in the shoulder season of




The dazzling scenery made Muskoka
a famous holiday attraction. To this day,
celebrity cottagers include Tom Hanks

and Goldie Hawn

autumn when tafic s low. In fact, summertime
Muskoka s notorious for crowds,trafc jams and
pricey cotage entals and high room rates. In the

Shoulder season,

0 useives, What's more,
Decrhurst came at  discounted rate, We chose a

of acvommociatons 99 hours orh ofTeronto

‘which ws yet anothe costsavings as we had the

Resort
(gec especaly 1 tho conco s ket — apar-

“There was more to do than we could squeeze
skend, 50 we began closet (0 home, at

foruhich h ekal govement sl shle
outfor gazeoos.

Decrhurst 320 hectares

I8hole
Solf courses, an indoor rock-limbing al, 3 gym,
many trals,  small fem with

promises to mproe fcites, incucing boat




Muskoka, all to yourself
P> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 72

The sun was shining and the crimson-and-gold maple
forests beckoned, so we headed up the hill for a post-pran-
dial hike. The Huckleberry Rock Lookout Trail, which of-
fers spectacular views over Peninsula Lake, is an easy walk

- and well-marked. There are more challenging loops for
older children and adults, but our hour-long tour was just
enough to set us on our next adventure. We divided and
conquered, with my son and me tackling the climbing wall
— he was the champion, of course — and my husband
heading for a meditative paddle in a canoe.

Sunaay afternoon,

we took one last walk
to the lake. Under grey
Skies, the surrounding
colours were more
intense than ever

t lunchtime, we met up at the room and had

a meal with simple market goods brought

from home. Then, with a shuttle ride await-

ing, we headed to a neighbouring farm for a

pony ride. Trouble was the horse’s name and
she was anything but. It's clear the animals are well-cared for
on this working farm and the teacher, a young woman who
aspires to be a professional rider, was attentive and kind.

Over the next 24 hours, we took turns splashing in the
pool, putting on the green — there was no time alas for a
proper round of golf — hiking more trails, exploring
“downtown” Huntsville and the newly refurbished Portage
Flyer Steam Train and Steam Museum (88 Brunel Road,
Huntsville, muskokaheritageplace.org; closed Sundays in low season)
and tasting some of the area’s cottage-country cuisine, includ-
ing the juicy burgers at Three Guys and A Stove (Highway
60, Huntsville; 3guysandastove.com/muskoka.html). At night,
the sky was clear and we idled on our balcony, gazing at
the stars and then warming up fireside with a digestif.
Sunday afternoon, we took one last walk to the lake.

Under grey skies, the surrounding colours were more intense
than ever and the only action was a dozen Canada geese
paddling across the lake, with a backdrop of boats and
docks hauled up on coftage lawns on the far shores. As a
crisp breeze picked up, we knew it was time to hit the road
and head for the concrete jungle. We did, with thoughts of
returning not for a hot and busy summer escape but soon-
er, when the temperatures drop below zero. B

ocToBeR 2012+ Docror’s Review | 57



